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CONCLUSION    //    THE JOURNEY CONTINUES... 

How to ensure long-term success 
  
You could be asking yourself the question, “Where do I go from 
here?”  “How can I stay on track to ensure long-term success as a 
Christian?”  Well, the answer may surprise you!   
  
These four steps (and of course there are more that you will learn 
along the way) are a repeat of what you have discovered this 
week and should be a part of any Christian’s life no matter how 
long they have been walking with God. These will only prove to 
be successful for you if you make them a part of your everyday 
life (habits). 
  
To recap: 
1. (Day 3) Prayer 
2. (Day 4) Bible reading 
3. (Day 5) Weekly worship at church 
4. (Day 6) Getting and staying connected - Small Group 
  
I know - it sounds too basic.  God never meant for our 
relationship with Him to be difficult. But just like any meaningful 
relationship, we need to prioritize our relationship with God so 
that we can live the life He always wanted us to live! Jesus said, “I 
have come that they (that’s you!) may have and enjoy life....” John 
10:10a (AMP)



 

THE NEXT SEVEN DAYS 
  
I would like to congratulate you on your Fresh Start with God! 
You have just made the single biggest decision of your life. In 
fact, the decision to receive Jesus Christ as your Savior and 
Lord is so life-altering that the Bible frames it as being “born 
again.” 
  
We all know that the first several days of a newborn baby’s life 
is delicate. Because the events of those first days often have 
life-long ramifications, we go out of our way to give them 
special care in order to protect and nurture them to help 
ensure they thrive. 
  
In a very similar way, the choices you make in the first several 
days of your fresh start with God could have a profound effect 
on your new life with Christ. So, we don’t want to see you go it 
alone. We want to come along beside you and do everything 
we can to help you thrive in this new and exciting season of 
God’s plan for you. You’re going to love it! 
  
Grateful to be on the journey with you, 
  

     ~ Pastor Ben Taylor 
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   WHAT’S MY NEXT STEP? 

   An Explanation Of Water Baptism 
  
The clearest answer to that question is given to us in the New 
Testament part of the Bible (the part that contains the historical 
account of when Jesus was alive on earth in a physical body and 
what happened in the early days of His Church). When people 
started a new, life-changing relationship with God through 
believing in and following Jesus (the Bible calls that being “Born 
Again”), the first thing they were instructed to do was to be 
baptized in water. 
  
In fact, the New Testament book of Acts 22:16 (CEB) says it this 
way; “What are you waiting for? Get up, be baptized, and wash 
away your sins as you call on his name.” When Christians are 
baptized, they are submerged under water to identify with the 
death and burial of Jesus and raised out of the water to identify 
with His resurrection (Romans 6:3-4).   
  
So, we see that baptism is an important step of obedience that 
shows others we have personally trusted Jesus for our salvation 
and that we are intentionally going to follow His leadership (the 
Bible calls this Lordship) for the rest of our lives. As such, we 
encourage you to sign up for the church’s next Water Baptism 
and invite all your family and friends to help you celebrate this 
next 
big step! 

Need to sign up for Baptism? 
Sign up for baptism at, discoverycc.org/baptism 
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                                WHAT JUST HAPPENED TO ME? 
   
    
There are many ways to describe the decision    
you just made such as, “You just got saved,” You are born 
again” etc.  What does this all mean? 
  
The bible tells us “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory 
of God.” What that means is that we are all born spiritually 
separated from God. Because of that, we all sin against Him 
and find ourselves in need of a redeeming Savior who will 
intervene on our behalf, setting us back into right relationship 
with God. 
  
Our efforts, accomplishments, intentions and good deeds 
cannot replace the sin in our lives, only the Son of God, Jesus 
Christ can!  John 3:16 & 17 says, “For God loved the world so 
much that he gave his one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him will not perish but have eternal life. God 
sent his Son into the world not to judge the world, but to save 
the world through him.” 
  
This is great news for you and I because all that is required of 
us is the belief (faith) in who Jesus is and what He 
accomplished for us and our “yes” (the Bible calls this our 
confession) to His Lordship.  Now that you have said, “yes” to 
Jesus as your Savior and Lord, you are now a “a brand new 
person in Christ.” This means that God’s Spirit is now living in 
you to empower you to live for Him.  And by the way, there is 
no greater way to live than this!  
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DAY1
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Getting Started @ Discovery 

Whether you are new to Discovery or have been coming for a 
while, it is really important to understand who we are as a 
church. Every family has a culture and a direction that they are 
heading in and this is true of God’s family as well. 

We have a class that introduces you to the Discovery family 
vision and culture. It’s called Getting Started @ Discovery. We 
are excited to invite you to meet our pastors and leaders and 
hear from Pastor Ben about our vision, culture and direction as 
a church family! A great next step is to attend the next Getting 
Started class! 

Interested in the Getting Started class? 
Signs up for the next class and check out times & details, 

discoverycc.org/getting-started



The step of salvation is not the end but only the beginning of 
what can be an amazing adventure discovering and living out 
God’s purpose for you.   
  
We are excited to be a part of God’s plan for your life in this 
season and we are anticipating great things to come!
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but are intentionally small to provide an environment for you 
to be connected, stay protected and ultimately grow in your 
relationship with God and each other. 
  
Check out what the church offers in the Menu of Small Groups. 
We like to say, “The best friend you’ve never met is probably 
in the Group you haven’t been to yet.” 

Interested in finding a Group? 
Look through our current Groups at, 

discoverycc.org/groups 

Starting Point Conversations 

Since you are just beginning your relationship with Christ, or 
you may be returning to your faith in Jesus, either way, it’s great 
to get the basics of your faith established in your heart and life. 
Starting Point is a group of people who meet weekly to have a 
conversation about faith in Jesus Christ. It is simple and easy. It 
is an open dialogue about the important truths of your 
relationship with Christ. It is a great place to get to know Jesus, 
the Scriptures, and other people who are new to their 
relationship with Christ. Check it out. It will change your life. 

Interested in Starting Point Conversations? 
Sign up for the next conversation and check  

out times & details, 
discoverycc.org/startingpoint
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          MAKING THE MOST OF MY FRESH START        
   WITH GOD 

What didn’t just happen? 
  
One of the most common misunderstandings people have after 
giving their lives to God is that everything about them is now 
(or has to be) “perfect.” Let me take the pressure off of you by 
saying that your journey has just begun, and it’s just that, a 
journey! 
  
As you know, journeys include a starting point, unfamiliar 
territory, twists & turns… and they take time. However, the 
great news is all along the way you are headed to a 
destination.  Now that you are on a journey with God, you can 
know that your destination (destiny) is GREAT!  Jeremiah 29:11 
states, “For I know the plans I have for you,” says the Lord. 
“They are plans for good and not for disaster, to give you a 
future and a hope.” 
  
Since you have invited Jesus to direct your life as your Lord, 
you can begin to follow Him (His will) instead of doing your 
own thing (following your own desires) which doesn’t lead us 
down the right path in life.  The bible tells us in Galatians 5:16 
(TLB), “to obey only the Holy Spirit’s instructions. He will tell 
you where to go and what to do, and then you won’t always be 
doing the wrong things your evil nature wants you to.”
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DAY2 WHY (AND HOW) SHOULD I CONNECT 
WITH OTHER CHRISTIANS? 

Why? 
  
As stated in day 5, one of the reasons why it’s important to 
develop these new relationships is because you are now family. 
 Another reason why this is important is based on a phrase that 
mom used to say, “You become who you hang around.” 
  
What this doesn’t mean is that all of your friends who don’t have 
a relationship with God through Jesus Christ are bad and you 
need to ditch them!  However, you are in a brand new place 
(journey) in life and it’s vitally important to have relationships with 
people that are on the same path and who can encourage, 
inspire, and champion you along the way.   
  
An illustration that comes to mind is that of a sports team.  A 
team is formed around a common goal, “winning.”  A commonly-
known saying is, “There is no I in team.”  Just like no individual 
player can win a game without a team surrounding them, we 
can’t win in life without a team with the same values, beliefs and 
goals around us.  We can’t do this alone!  As a matter of fact, 
God chose to create us just that way - to need each other to be 
successful. 

How? 
  
The easiest way to connect with other Christians is by joining a 
small group.  Small groups are intended for this very purpose; 
building strong relationships. These groups vary in size, 
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DAY6



Results of change take time 
  
So it’s true, although you have made a life-changing decision to 
follow God, you still may find yourself thinking, saying and doing 
things the same as before, but now you are positioned to grow 
and mature because you are allowing Him to change you.  On day 
3, we will discuss how to begin this amazing process! 

Pray this prayer… 

God, thank you for loving me and forgiving me. 
Thank you for giving me a fresh start and a new life. 

Help me to make the most of this new start and 
give me strength to follow You. I know this is a 

process and will take time. Help me to grow and 
change into the person You want me to be. 

In Jesus’ Name… Amen.
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         WHY DO I NEED TO GO TO CHURCH? 

Weekly Worship  
So, you may be asking the question, “Do I have to go to 
church now?” To be completely honest, going to church on a 
regular basis is not a requirement to be saved. On the other 
hand, weekly worship is a necessary part of God’s plan for you 
as a follower of Christ. 
  
Actually, now that you have surrendered your life to Christ, 
you are now a part of a large spiritual family called, “the 
Church.” The bible tells us that we are now members of God’s 
family.  He is our Father and we are His children.   
  
One thing we know to be true about all families is that we are 
meant to do life together by being with each other. Well, 
weekly worship helps us to be intentional about doing just that 
with our new family. In this day and age, we all have to make 
an effort in our own families to have dinner together, play with 
our children, talk about life etc.  The same is true with our 
spiritual family. 
  
Speaking of “family”, it’s important to understand that just as 
none of us have a perfect “natural” family, the same is true 
concerning our new, spiritual family.  However, as we come 
together on a regular basis we grow closer to God (our Father) 
and each other (our family) by: worshiping God through 
singing, giving, and learning His Word. We also serve, pray & 
connect with one another. In other words, we gather together 
on a weekly basis to spend quality time with our family. 
 Welcome home!
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DAY5



        HOW DO I TALK WITH GOD? 

    
Getting a grip on prayer 
  
There has been much discussion concerning prayer over the 
centuries.  Often times this topic can seem confusing, but 
actually, prayer doesn’t have to be complicated. Prayer is 
simply communication between you and God.  It is a 
conversation; you talking to God and God talking to you (we 
will discuss how to hear from Him on day 4). 

Think of someone you love, who is close to you.  Aren’t they 
the easiest ones to talk with?  Can’t you share anything with 
them?  As you get closer to God, you will find that talking with 
Him is no different than talking to your best friend, spouse, 
sibling etc. 
  
Many times the question that arises is, “What should I say or 
how should I sound?”  Well, when you are comfortable with 
someone, it’s natural to be yourself.  You would feel silly talking 
to your best friend with a different tone of voice, or using 
words you wouldn’t naturally say.  The same is true when 
praying.  God is already very comfortable with who you are so 
you can be yourself. After all, you’re the person He loves and 
wants to have a meaningful relationship with anyway. 
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DAY3 HOW DO I HEAR FROM GOD? 

Can I actually “hear” from God? 
  
In the New Testament book of John 10:27, Jesus answered this 
question directly in the Bible. Using the analogy of Him as a 
shepherd and His people as His sheep, He said, “My sheep listen 
to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.” 
  
How do I “hear” from God? 
  

One of the questions that echoes throughout history from 
generation to generation is, “How do I hear God’s voice?”  This 
too, has been overcomplicated through time.  Let’s go back to 
the concept of relationships. 
  
As stated in day 3, our communication with God flows out of an 
authentic relationship with Him. Because God is desperate to 
have this relationship, He has given us one of the greatest gifts - 
His words or the Bible. Why? So that we can know His promises, 
plans, wisdom and guidance for everyday life. 
  
When we read the Bible (God’s words to us) we begin to 
understand that those very words are Him talking to us. In other 
words, we can learn to “hear” or recognize His voice by reading 
the Bible. 
  
We have given you an amazing tool (the One Minute Bible) to 
help you get started. It won’t be long and you and God will be 
talking with one another like old friends who have known each 
other forever! 
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DAY4


